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[Music] this is nbc nightly news with brian williams reporting tonight from minneapolis you are looking live at 
the scene of the disaster here in the twin cities where the first word that something had gone wrong arrived 
here at the height of the rush hour just after six o'clock last night we now know it was a bridge collapse a 
disaster that got the attention and quickly of the entire nation the span is known here locally as i 35 35 w one 
of the major arteries heading through this metropolitan area of about four to five hundred 000 people a vital 
route it went down as we said at rush hour the collapse was caught on camera they say about 50 cars were 
on the span when the eight lane span went down into the mississippi and here's the toll as we know it tonight 
four confirmed dead 79 people treated for injuries and 30 people missing the fear is that the combined totals 
of known dead and missing will merge and that this metropolitan area will have a lot to deal with in the days 
and weeks to come they're no longer searching for the living that was suspended in the dark of last night this 
is all about the recovery now and the investigation trying to figure out what went wrong here we have 
correspondence covering every aspect of this story and nbc news correspondent lee cowan was among the 
first members of our team to get here and is with us to start us off tonight brian it is simply a chilling thought 
to think that there are still so many people either buried under the rubble or under the water but the sad fact 
tonight is that the search for them had to be suspended yet again because the conditions in the water were 
simply too dangerous for divers the mighty mississippi was unforgiving today just a few feet below its surface 


00:02:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=7H8-vmv0OxZQ&t=120s 





today just a few feet below its surface in the silt and the mud those who could not be saved yesterday lay 
trapped some entombed in their cars others their whereabouts still unknown as many as 30 may be missing 
ronald engebretston's wife sherry is one of them pray for sherry she would pray for you and she prayed for 
all the people in the disasters that have happened recently in our country and now we ask that you pray for 
her the scene exploded in panic just after 6 p.m yesterday as the i-35 bridge a commuter favorite collapsed 
and fell 60 feet into the water below the drivers were moms dads baseball fans college students many driving 
a road that they had taken hundreds of times before we were just boom boom boom i mean we felt this 
horrible and we were falling literally falling as you can see in this chilling surveillance video the 40 year old 
bridge didn't crumble instead it came down in large chunks one after the other a series of structural failures 
once they started they were impossible to stop the chaos was captured by those looking on in disbelief some 
of those videos are now already making the rounds on youtube some sections remained almost intact while 
others became sheer cliffs of concrete cars and trucks were at the mercy of gravity as they slipped 
uncontrollably toward the murky water this school bus with more than 50 children on board narrowly missed 
the water these are horrible images but within each of those images is a story that car you see tangled in the 
wreckage is someone's cousin or brother or husband and one story after the other unfolds as you look at that 
and for rescuers who were first on the scene those stories were intensely personal people that were pinned 
people that were partly crushed that were told emergency workers to say hello say goodbye so it's it was 
amazing amazing scene the recovery of bodies is painstakingly slow as one rescuer put 
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is painstakingly slow as one rescuer put it imagine the search for victims at ground zero in new york except 
underwater it's so dangerous only three divers were allowed in the water so far and no bodies have been 
recovered today diving the mississippi is treacherous at best you've got the current to deal with the visibility 
is near zero and if you add to that concrete sharp edges debris gas oil it makes the seven feet of the 
mississippi feel more like 70 feet eric herman was one of the few who dove into that tangled mess a lot of 
particulate matter in the water debris very low visibility maybe six inches to a foot tonight the army corps of 
engineers says it's going to try to lower the water level of the mississippi by two feet to give the divers a 
better chance anything to help the families of the missing who tonight are in this city's prayers now tonight 
minnesota's governor has ordered an immediate inspection of all bridges of a similar construction that's that 
trust type construction brian that some people say didn't have enough redundancies and that may have been 
what caused this to collapse so quickly all right lee thank you for that lee cowan starting us off tonight and 
make no mistake there is a lot of sadness in this region and that may get worse in the days and weeks to 
come as we said but there are also some incredible stories emerging from this if you've been watching any 
of the coverage perhaps you have already heard about the school bus full of children coming back from a 
day camp trip to a water park they made it as far as this bridge and they live to tell about it today and 
correspondent ron mott is at street level just below us here with their story ron good evening brian good 
evening to you a fun afternoon of swimming really ended the way it always did kids tired drifting off to sleep 
for what they believed was going to be a quiet bus ride home that's when they all got the wake-up call of their 
lives you know how scared i was i was that scared too close poignant words from 
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too close poignant words from five-year-old cameron his bus had just crossed onto the bridge when the 
bottom fell out his aunt sasha bowie a few seats away thought he was gone because i thought my nephew 
was out of the window so i didn't i really did as the bridge groaned and crumpled the 52 children on board 
ricocheted off the bus roof and windows we hit and that's i hit my lip on the seat and i came back and then 
we went down again i felt like we were going again towards the water then we hit again and the kids flying 
over it was just scary of how the bridge just fell straight down twenty-year-old camp counselor jeremy 
hernandez sitting in the back row kicked into action he just kicked open the back door and tell everybody just 
to get out the bus i opened the back door and kicked the coolers out and i jumped out stumbled out turned 
around and then the kids were right behind me one by one kids were coming out the bus that's when it hit my 
heart was beating fast though his hip hurts today it will soon heal but hernandez says his heart may have 
been broken forever had anyone on the bus been lost i feel lucky that i was in it because i don't know what i 
would have did if i would have been at home and i would have heard on tv that one of the kids died because i 
see them every day they come in the gym and they're always happy to see me and it's like it's one of my little 
sisters or my little brother or something tonight parents are very grateful not only to have their children near 
but also near jeremy hernandez when his leadership mattered most he definitely want to shake his hand you 
know he took five of my kids off the bus so i'm happy for that we might would have been dead or we might 
have been drunk in that water if it wasn't for jeremy tonight two of the children remain hospitalized along with 
two adults also on that bus and that little five-year-old we saw at the outset he says his next bus trip might be 
a tad scary brian ron mott with us here at the scene of this bridge collapse thanks for that now 
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this bridge collapse thanks for that now to the federal angle the president talked about this at the white house 
today he noted this behind us is basically a state matter but the feds are going to step in and help in any way 
they can we should note the gop convention is due to arrive in the twin cities a year from now they will need 
the transportation corridor the ntsb is here the same federal investigators who investigate aircraft accidents 
and for more on the investigation we turn to an old friend robert hager the veteran nbc news correspondent 
who we often turn to to explain actions like this bob's in our new york studios bob good evening good 
evening brian well investigators have already sent that video of the actual moment of the bridge's collapse 
back to washington for enhancement they say it's as important as a flight data recorder is to a plane crash 
they'll also use new laser beam technology to analyze the wreckage and state-of-the-art computer modeling 


to test failure scenarios they'll be looking for signs of metal fatigue and cracking and also studying the crucial 
paper trail of past inspections for 17 years this bridge has been designated structurally deficient but so has 
13 percent of all bridges nationwide inspections of this bridge have repeatedly found signs of cracks in the 
metal and welding but officials said some were repaired and others showed no signs of growing bigger still 
because of these concerns there were plans to do a major overhaul of this bridge or even completely replace 
it but not until the year 2020 till then the state believed it was safe minnesota governor tim pawlenty while 
there were concerns about the stress and fatigue and aspects of this bridge it did not result in a calling for an 
immediate replacement or closure or weight limitations or other restrictions on the bridge for years metal 
fatigue has been a primary cause of bridge failure ever since the dramatic 1940 loss of the tacoma narrows 
bridge in washington 
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tacoma narrows bridge in washington state known as galloping gertie it came during a windstorm in 1967 a 
bridge from west virginia over the ohio river collapsed killing 46 blamed on faulty materials and corrosion in 
1983 a bridge on i-95 in connecticut collapsed in greenwich again corrosion and fatigue corrosion expert 
william shutt corrosion is the biggest cause of problems for our infrastructure including the bridges buildings 
piers all types of structures the investigation will be complex could take a year or more and you may ask why 
so many bridges nationwide could be rated functionally deficient without replacement one reason is that 
bridges are so expensive to work on and work is very disruptive so sometimes Say it's sometimes been 
easier to postpone work unless disaster seems imminent brian robert hager in our new york studios bob 
thank you for your reporting tonight and now we turn to the first responders some of them arrived here last 
night and are still on the scene and still on the clock we spoke to one of them today an assistant fire chief 29 
years on the job he had just left work last night he was heading out as so many people in this area were to 
the minnesota twins baseball game when his plans were suddenly changed you see this on tv right you don't 
see this in midwest minnesota it looks like we dropped a j dam and yeah absolutely we don't see this in in 
this part of country we just absolutely don't anywhere in the united states we just don't see it today we got as 
close to the edge of the collapse as we safely could this is where assistant fire chief john friedl arrived last 
night after learning something terrible had just happened then i saw the plume of smoke and coming up then 
i picked up my phone and i heard him say we had a bridge collapse how tough was it when the call came last 
night that were we're out of business as far as the rescue effort you knew 


00:12:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=7H8-vmv0OxZQ&t=720s 





rescue effort you knew you had expired souls in vehicles still down there they're still down there now how 
tough a call is that that makes it very difficult because you always want to succeed you may not succeed in 
the sense that not every person survives but at least you provide some closure to the family unfortunately 
there was and tragically there was some death here but hopefully we can continue our effort in in the 
recovery side and provide some closure for the families who suffered such a huge loss i'm fortunate enough 
in my lifetime to have spent time in the twin cities for members of a national audience who don't know life in 
the twin cities what have you got here that's going to get you through what you need to get through at least in 
the in the twin cities there we go you know the midwestern minnesota nice we got a lot of that and so like last 
night i didn't have to ask they just came and that's probably the you've got some good people here yeah and 
you're going to need them absolutely thank you very much thank you a man who may have said more right 
there about the caliber and quality of the people we met here today than any other single moment we're 
going to take a short break in our coverage now we are back from the scene of this great tragedy here in the 
twin cities this bridge collapse we want to show you a before and after perspective we'll begin with the before 
image this is from a local photographer's aerial view this was taken last year of this so-called 35 w bridge 
and here is the after picture about the same perspective this was captured today by our nbc television station 
here care 11 in the twin cities one of the u.s senators representing this state said today a bridge in america 
shouldn't just fall down tonight the feds have told 
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feds have told all the states in the union to immediately inspect all the bridges similar to this one that 
collapsed here and meanwhile as promised our senior investigative correspondent lisa myers looks at the 
questions on the mind of so many americans all day long are the bridges we drive over every day really safe 
federal highway authorities say that more than 13 percent of the nation's bridges including the one in 
minnesota are deemed structurally deficient or in need of significant repair though that number is down 
slightly in recent years experts say it's a potential safety problem i don't want to create bridge phobia but if 
one out of eight bridges is structurally deficient that's cause for concern the states with the highest 
percentage of bridges with structural problems oklahoma rhode island and pennsylvania an nbc news 
analysis of bridge sufficiency ratings by the government found that 72 983 had worse ratings than the bridge 
that collapsed in minnesota but that does not mean these bridges are unsafe a big part of the problem the 
average bridge in the u.s is more than 40 years old many bridges are at the end of their design life and they 
weren't designed for today's traffic volume nor the weights of the vehicles traveling over them so it's putting 
on undue stress on the design that was originally envisioned the major issues stress fractures in steel and 
corrosion to deal with structural concerns the government limits the weight or type of vehicle that can cross a 
bridge but last year federal watchdogs found potentially dangerous mistakes in calculating or posting weight 
limits on three of four bridges sampled if uh vehicles weighing more than the posted limit traveled over that 
bridge it could cause a serious problem experts say there is no easy or cheap solution the cost to fix all the 
substandard bridges 65 billion dollars 
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lisa myers nbc news washington there is other news just a very quick last word to wrap up our broadcast 
tonight this sprawling twin cities metropolitan area has a lot of work to do the human component will be the 
toughest of course they're still learning about their own staggering loss the physical loss can be rebuilt in fact 
there's a very good chance of that as we mentioned the republican convention is coming to the twin cities 
just a year from now but aside from most of that it would be most interesting to see if this topic infrastructure 
the safety of our roads and bridges and public structures finds its way into the campaign and the public 
debate in this next election it's not a sexy topic but it's all about our personal safety we've seen here for 
ourselves today it is indeed all about life and death that is our broadcast 
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